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ADVERTISEMENT 
T O THE 


READER 


| HE RE needs no A pology for 
Republiſhing, at this Time, the 


following excellent little Treatiſe; and 
therefore we ſhall give it to the Pu b- 
lick, juſt as we find it, from the 
Edition printed Amo 1651, with the 
Original Preface, &c. 
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E not ſtartled to ſee 
a ſo great a Subjeft 
es handled in ſo ſmall 

olume. Whenyou 
have read but a little of this 
little, you'lIthinke the Author 
was tender of your trouble, 
but not of his own. For 
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vi To the READ ER. 


( how cheape ſoever you come 
by this Book )' it £4 the 
Author the peruſall and 
ſearch of the beſt; and moſt 
Records of our Nation. And 
yet hee was one that knew 
well enough how ta value his 
time ; for none made better 
uſe.of it ; and (in theſe kinds 
of Serutinies} you may beleeve 
he went the beſt way, becauſe 
hee knew them all, and trod 
them every day; it being his 
Office not te be ignorant of 
au) Records that concern d 
tbe Honour er Antiquitie of 
this Wand. It was -zoritten 
at the requeſt of a gr eat Per- | 
fon, wh 0 aefar 4 LOU det ſi and 


- 


the true State of t he Lueſt ton, 


con- 


Tocthe R E. DEI 


concerning tut Dominion uf 
the Britith Seas, ar wwel/20hat 
FHiſtories ar our,ownRecorde 
would afford. And. here tir 
Hone ina little.roome ;. for the 
Author war able to ſpeake 
fully and briefſy both at once. 
Somenothers have written” of 
the ſame Subject; and if wee 
thought any ſpake more, or ſo 
much, in fe ET fhort % compaſſe, 
wee ſhould-forbearethe' publi- 
cation of this. Wee are borne 
in an Iſland, and cannot goe 
wut of it without asking leave 
of the Sea and Winde; and 

not to know what Right wee 

have to that Water which © 

divides us from all the World, 
is ſomething ill becoming ſuch 
as 
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as can read, and may know 
for reading. The Title is not 
too bigge for the Booke, 
though one of the greateſt 
Ships of the World was cal. 
led by the ſame name ; and 
( if ſome knowing Perſons 
bee not deceived) our Au- 
thor was the firſt that hint- 
ed it, having written this 
Diſcourſe three Teares before 
that famous Veſſel was built. 


| | 1 
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SovermonTME 


OF THE 


SzAs SENGLAND. 


FEES HAT Princes may have an ex- 
Rl cluſive property in the Soveraign- 
tie of the ſeverall parts of the Sea, 
and in the. paſſage, fiſhing and 
ſhores therof, is ſo evidently-true 
by way of fact, as no man that is not def) 
rately impudent can deny it. And for che 
point of right, though ſome of late have en- 
deavored by way of argument to prove the 
contrary, affirming them to be not onely pub- 
lique but common; yet the notorious practiſe 


of all Maritime Countries, the neceſſity of 
B Order 
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Order in mutuall. commerce, and the fatty 
of mens perſons, goods, and lives Bad ta 


even the moſt barb⸗ rous Nations to kin 10 ow. | 


the light of humane reaſon, that lawes are 48 
equalſy neceffary for the, governemer an 
ſervation of ſuch as frequent the Seas, as 

thoſe that trade, and negatiate. on + A me 
land. And that to make lawes, and to give 
them the life of execution muſt of neceſſity 
require a ſupreame authority, for to leave 


every part of the Sea, and ſhores to an arbi- 


trary and promiſcuous uſe, with a correcting 
and ſecuring power in caſe of wrong, or dan- 
ger is to make men of the like condition 


with the fiſhes that live therein, of which 


the greater doe uſually de voure, and fallow 


the leſſe. 


I conceive therefore that Princes do enter- 
taine theſe Schoole Problems, and Criticiſmes 
no otherwiſe then with contempt and ſcorne, 


much diſdaining to bee wrangled out of the 


ancient rights and regalities annexed to their 
crownes by the ſubtile Arguments ef witt and 
Sophiſtrie, ſpecially confidering that amongſt 
the Civill Lawyers themſelves there is ſo great 
diverſity of opinion, whilſt ſome peremptorily 
maintaine, That Mare & littoraà maris jure 
Gentium ſunt communia*. Others as confidently 
faying, Videmus de jure Gentium in mare eſſe 
arftintia dominia ficut in terra, And further, 
mare ipſum ad centum uſque milliaria pro terri- 
* Grotius de Mari libero, f Baldus ad L. de rerum dominijs. 

| forio 


e E 


219 Biftriefuque ili Regionis qui ANT 22 
pruppinpuat ut 17 25 other like 
alterations diameter ie contradictbrie the 
one ts the other; And therefore the queſtion 
being not as yet tefolved amongſt themſelves, 
ie were ſtrünge to chinke that Princes in che 

relinquiſh the poſſeſfion of 
thoſe Royalties which they and her Nielters 
have Held" beyond All memory, without '2 
t firſt agreed u pon, and affirmed in 

the caſe. And for His Fred Majeſty our 
dread Soyeraigne Lord the King, ſuch is His 

c d incubitablè right to the Superiority 
of the Seas of England" derived and con- 
fir med upon him by immemorable preſerip- 
tion, and continued 1 in poſſeſſion even untill 

this very yes re 8 9 —— — and con- 
ſeiences of all uſt neceſ Hftly- fub- 
ſcribe to the bo trtithi thereof. Büt if 
contratiewiſt any ſhall ig and goe about 
actually to diſpoſſeſſe his Majeſtic © of this his 
undoubted birchr ht, or _ upon his Sove= 
raigntie in a caſe 16 highly concerning his 
Bofiotr and fafery, as well of his owne"king- 
domes and Libjects, as of other Nations chat 
under the wing of his protection doe paſſe 
thoſe Seas, his Majeſtic no doubt) will never 


be unprovided of a good — to vindicate 


that right Which all his royall "progenitors 


have carefully maintained, the le And cu- 
ſtomes of this kingdome have ratified and con- 


e * ba ron in Wa ie 1e. 
'E 1 firmed, 
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fitmed, and forraigne Nations have. freely ac- 


knowledged; as by the ſubſequent monuments 
of. Record, Hiſtory, and the Common lawes 
of the land will evidently a appeare. 
When Julius Cæſar fir ſt undertook the In- 
aſian of this our iſle of Brittaine, he found 


the neighbouring Nation of the Gaules in a 


manner altogether ignorant of the Iſland it 
ſelfe, the condition of the Inhabitants their 
Towne, Havens, and. approaches, * Ne omnia 
Fere Galks: erant incognita, neque enim temere 
preter mercatores adit ad illos quiſquam negue 


ets inis guidguam præter oram Maritimam atg; 


eas Regignes que funt contra Galli am notum eſt, 


So are the words of Cæſar whereby it appear- 


eth that the Brittains kept off all Strangers 
except Merchants from approaching their con- 
fines, and that thoſe Merchants in their acceſſe 


were reſtrained to the ſhore only, that lay op- 


poſite to the Gaules, without being ſuffered- 
to make further diſcoveries of the more re- 
mote coaſts. Inſomuch that the ſame Ceſar, 


upon diligent examination of thoſe Merchants, 


+Neque gyanta effet Inſulæ magnitudo,neque que, 
& quante, Nationes encolerent, neque, quem uſum 
belli haberent, aut  quibus inflitutis 4 aterentur, 
neqz qui gffent ad. majorum navium multitudinem 


idonei portus reperire paterat, Which reſtraint 


of ſtrangers they could not otherwiſe, make 


good bur by the goodnes.and greatnes of their 


Shipping, as may be gathered by the words 
* Comment, dj bello Galli. 4. Jol. 3a. m. 8. flbidem. 


of 


* 


af ibe 8 EWS 5 
of the ſame” Cœſar afterwards uſed. För 
though the Brittaines for ordinary imployment, 
and Rivers, and upon the Coaſts neare the 
maine, had Ships compoſed of meane ſtuffe, 

having their Keeles, and Ribs made of ſliglit 
timber, and the reſt of the Hull rooven up 
with Ofyers covered with leather. * Carine 
primum ac ſtatumina ex levi materia fiebant, 
reliquum corpus navium viminilus contectum co- 
riis tegebatur: From whence: Cx/ar tooke his 
patterne of thoſe Ships which hee was forced 
to frame on the ſudden for paſſing his Army 
oyet the River near Jlerda in Spaine, without 
which he had utterly loſt both it, and him- 
ſelfe, yet had they, and their Confederates 
other ſhipping of ſo great bulk and ſtrength, 
and withal ſo ſerviceable in fight at ſea, that 
Cæſar in their deſcription preferreth them far 
before thoſe of the Romanes; for in the Na- 
vall preparations made by the Gaules of Venice, 
neare the mouth of the River Loyer (wherein 
hee expreſly ſaith, chat they had (Auxilia 
ſupplies from the oppoſite part of Briecaine) 
he ſetteth forth their Ships in fuch manner as 
(eonſidering the time) may juſtly move admi- 
ration. Iyſarum Naves (faith he) ad bunt 
modum factæ armatæque erant.” Carine ali. 
quanto planiores quam noſtrarum Navium, quo 
Facilius vada, ac deceſſum. tus excipere Pofſent 
Prore admodum erectæ, atque item puppes ad 
magnitudinem fluctuum tempeſiatumyue accommo- 
4 De bello Civil. lib. 1. p. 233. + De bello Gallica, lib. 3. p. 55. 
Foy, | ; | | date 
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ddie Naves tot: fatter er rubbre t Ac. And 
againe, Neque erm bis naſtræ roftro notere po- 


 Senant, tantd erat firmitudo, nepue pruprer altitu- 


Anem facile telum adjicebatur. Hit kadem de 
uma mimis commodte ſcupulis com intbumur. Ac- 
cedabant ut cum ſevire ventus clepiſſet & ſe 
venta dediſſent, & timpeſſarem ferremt farilius 
lia nibil ſaxa, & cautes timerent; And pre- 
ſently after, Circiter coxx. Nuves errum para- 
fiſimæ, atque omni genere armorum ornati im 
portu profetiæ noſtris atverjee 'confliterunt. 
Negue ſalis Bruto qui claſſi præerut, neq Tri 
bunis militum, Centurionibuſq; quibus fingillæ 
naves erant attribute conſtabat, guid agerem dur 
quam rationem pugnæ inſtiterent, Roſtrum enim 
noceri non pofſe cognoverant: turribus uutem eirbi- 
taris, tamen has altitudo puppium ex barbaris 
advibus fuperubat, ut neque em inferiors loco 
fatis commode teln adjici poſſent, & mifſa à Gallis 
gravius acciderent. And that the Brittaines 
not onely at this times but in moſt of thoſe 
Warres of the Gautes, did fend them aydxs, 
and ſupplies ſagainſt the Romane, the words of 
Gxfar evidendy declare, who intending to in- 
vade their country, pretended no other quarrel] 
then, + 2yod omnibus ferè Gallicis boſtibus uaſtris 


inde ſubminiſtrata auxilia mtiethigebat. 
Vet theſe three confederates and neighbours. 
the Gaules they a rmitted not freely to paſſe 
the Brittiſn ſeas, but kept them from knowing 
* Thidew ] De bello Gall. ib. 4. 
; ſo 
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ſo each as their oppoſite coaſts, ye * hy 


way of Trade and Merchandize, And this 0 
certaine appointed places neare che ſea - ſhoares 


where the. knowne Marts and Staples were a 
pointed for commerce and traffique. 

By all, which it manifeſtly appeareth that 
before, the Roman conqueſt the Brittiſh Nation 
had the ſupreame power and command .of. 
their owne Seas without the campetitian of 
any other Nation whatſoever... 

So likewiſe when the Romans had mags. 
themſelves poſſeſſorie Lords of the Iſland, and 


the Soveraigntie of the Seas thereunto belong 
ing was in them, and accordingly 5 


and was maintained, without incroachment; 
or pretence of title thereunto made by the 
other. But when the Civill warres pa dif- 
traction of the Roman Empire had by ex- 
hauſting of the flower of the — youth, 
ſo much infeebled the Nation, as inforced 


them to call in the Saxons to their ayde 


againſt the Pits. their inſolent neighbours; 

and for ſuppreſſing the nationall factions 
growne up amongſt themſelves, and thoſe 
Saxons (working upon the weakneſſe of the 
Brittaines) had expelled them from the better 
Rey of the — though for a time 

ey were diverted from ſetling their owne- 
affaires by the powerfull pan. of the 
Danes and their homebred quarrels, grow 
by reaſon of the ſeverall pettie Kingdomes of 


their Heptarchie, yet when they were all re- 
duced 
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ys under one head, they for 
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not to 
aſſume their right of geveraignty In the ſeas 
of England. As did the moſt noble Edgar, I 
who in the glorious title of his Charters; "= 
extant of rhoſe times, ſpeaketh as followeth. 

*' Altifonantis Dei Jargi Rua clementia, qui 2 
Rem Regum, Ego Edgarus Anglorum Ba leus 
omnium-que rerum Inſularum Ocean rit- 
taniam circumjacent, cundtarumque 1 ee 
que infra eam Fan ent 7. yer ator & dun- 
ins Sc. 

And for maintenance of this his Sorerals 
tie he continually kept in readineſſe a Nays or 
foute hundred ſhips, which being divided into 
foure ſeverall Fleets of one hundred Ships a 
peece did every yeare after Eaſter take their 


courſe to the four quarters of England where 


they remained to guarde, and ſcowre the Seas 
untill winter following. So ſaith Ranulphus 


Ceftrenſis. +Idem quoque Edgarus 400 Naves 


congregavit ex quibus omni anno poſt feſtum 


Paſchale, 100 Naves ad quamlibet Angliæ par- 


tem flatuit, fic aftate T nſulam circum navigavit, 
eme vero indicia in Provincia exercuit, © 
Etheldred after Edgar for defence of the Seas, 
and kingdomes cauſed of every three hundred 
and ten hides of land a ſhippe to be built, 
which meeting at Sandwich, made the greateſt 
Navy that ever this king dome ſet forth org 
Sea. | 


* Ex Charta fundationis e cathed. Wigor. 
N 1 Ceſtrenſis. ; 


And 
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e the Dane, coming n 
wr be King firſt of halſe the — by 
compoſition betweene him and Edmund Ironſde 


and after the death of Edmond” of the whole 


Survivorſhippe did for his one time ny 
Succeflors'of the Daniſh race after him) pre- 
ſerve the Seas of the Kingdome in their for- 


bour Princes to have 9 6 ne in A 
Part thereof 
And ſo they recadined, in the! time wy the 
Confeſſor untill the conqueſt made by William 
Duke of Normandie, in whoſe raign, and for 
many diſcents after him; the Soveraigntie of 
the ſaid Seas was fo far from being evicted 
that it was never ſo much as queſtioned by 
any Nation untill the time of Edward the 
firſt, about che yeare 1299. and the fix and 
Nr of his raign. At which time the 
King of Frhuce being upon termes of hoſtilitie 
ich thoſe of Nuuders, did by his Commiſſion 
oonſtitute one Reyner Grimbald Admirall of his 
Navy which he then ſent forth againſt the 
Flonnvings by virtue of which Commiſſion, 
Grimbald, in paſſing to and againe in the Seas 
of En gland, tooke upon him Soveraigne Jurit- 
diction, as Admirall unto the French King in 


thoſe Seas, taking the people, and Morchitits 


of England, and other Nations, and carrying 
them into France, where he cauſed them to 

abide his judgement, and a ward concerni 
their goods and Merchandice ; but ſhortly —_ 
e . ieee 


mer eſtate, without admitting any the neigh- 
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the Kings of England and of France appointed 

by agreement certain Commiſſioners (termed 

Auditors in the Record) to heare, and redreſſe 

the wrongs interchangably done by their Sub- 
jects contrary to the peace formerly made be- 
tweene them at Paris, be fore which the Com- 

miſſioners the Agents (or Procurators as the 
Record nameth them) for the Maritime coaſts 
of the greateſt part of the Chriſtian world, of 
Genoa, Spain, Germany, Holland, Zealand, 
PFrezland, Denmarke, and Norway, made this 
remarkable acknowledgment and declaration 

following, which out of the old French of 
that time I have rendred into or AS the 
title af is thus in Latine. 


f 


De ſuperi oritate Maris Anglia & jure fic 


Admirallatus zin eodem. 
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* To on Lords e deputed by the Kings 
of England and of France, to redreſſe the da- 
mages done to the people of their Kingdoms, 
and of other Territories ſubject to their 
Dominions by ſea, and by land, in time * 

peace and truſe. 


—_— Do £ * — 
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1 The Procurators of the 1 84 
and Admirall of the ſea of England, and of 
the Comminalties of Cities and Townes, and 


of Merchants, Marriners, Meſſen gers, Pil- 
grims, and of all ones. of the ſaid 9 — 
of 


* Rent * the Tow of London. 


SEA an 


of England, and the Territories ſubject to the 
Dominions of the ſayd King of England, and 
of other places, as of the Sea- coaſts of Genoa, 
Cataloigna, Spaine, Almaigne, Zealand, Hol- 
land, Freegland, Denmarke, and Norway, and 
of divers other places of the Empire, doe ſhew; 


That whereas the Kings of England, by reaſon 


of the ſayd Kingdome from time whereof 
there is no memory to the contrary, have 
been in peaceable poſſeſſion of the Dominion 
of the Sea of England, and of the Iſles being 
in the ſame, in making and eſtabliſhing Lawes 
and Statutes, and reſtraints of Armes, and 'of 
Ships, otherwiſe furniſhed then to Ships of 
merchandize appertaineth, and in taking ſure- 
tie, and affording ſafeguard in all caſes where 


need ſhall be, in ordering of all other things 


neceſſary for maintaining of Peace, Right, and 
Equity, amongſt all manner of people, as 
well of other Dominions as of their owne, 
paſſing through the ſaid Seas, and the Sove- 
raign guard thereof, and in doing Juſtice, 
Right, and Law, according to the ſaid Lawes, 


Ordinances, and Reſtraints, and in all other 


things which may appertaine to the exerciſe 


of ſoveraign dominion in the places aforeſayd. 


And A. de B. Admirall of the Sea deputed by 
the King of England, and all other Admiralls 
ordained by the ſayd King of England, had 
been in peaceable poſſeſſion of the ſoveraigne 
guard, with the cognizance of Juſtice, and all 


other the appurtenances aforetayd, except in 
| | $4 caſe 
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caſe of Appeale, and of complaint made of 
them to their .Soveraignes| the Kings of E. 
land in default of Justice, and for evill Judge- 
ment, and eſpecially in making Reſtraints, 
doing of Juſtice, and taking ſurety of the 
peace of all manner of people uſing Armes in 
the ſaid Sea, and carrying Ships otherwiſe fur- 
niſhed, and ſer. forth then to Merchants Ships 
appertaineth, and in all other points where a 
man may have reaſonable cauſe to ſuſpect 
them of Robbery, or of other miſdemeanours. 
And whereas the Maſters of the ſhips of rhe 
ſayd Kingdome. of England in the abſence of 
the ſaid Admiral} hath been in peaceable poſ- 
ſeſſion of taking Cognizance and judging all 
actions done in the ſayd Sea, berweene all 
manner of people according to the ſaid lawes, 
Statutes, reſtraints, and cuſtomes. And whereas 
in the ſaid firſt Article of confederation lately 
made berweene the ſaid kings in the treatie 
upon the laſt peace at Paris are compriſed the 
words which follow inia Schedule annexed 
to theſe preſents, Firſt it is eftreated, and ac- 
corded betweene us, and the meſſengers and 
Procurators aforeſaid in the names of the ſaid 
Kings. That the ſaid Kings ſhall from this 
time forward be one to the other good, true, 
and loyall friends, and ayding againſt all men 
(fave the Church of Rome) in fuch manner, 
as if any one, or more, whatſoever they be, 
would diſinherit, hinder or moleſt the ſaid 
kings in the F ranchiſes, 0 priviledges, 
rights, 


” of the” S EMS. . ag 
_ rights, ** cuſtomes of them and of theit 
kingdomes they ſhall bee good and loyall 


Fan and ayding agaihſtiall men that 
live; and die to dead, keepey and maintainb, 


the Franchiſes, liberties) Priviledges; rights, 


duties, and cuſtores abovefaid, except to the 


King of rgland, Moungeur Toby Due of 


Brabant in Brabant, and his heires, 'delcended 
of him, and of the daughter of the: King of 
England, and except to off forefaid Lord the 
King of France, the excellent Prince Mounfieur 
Dubart, King of Almaigne, and Mounfitur 
Iohn Earle of Anbault, in Anbauli, and that 
the one ſhall not be of Counſell, or ayding, 
where the other may loſe life; member, eſtate, 
or temporal] honour, Mon ſieur Reyner Grim 
bald, maſter of the faid Navy, of the ſaid King 
of France, who names himſelfe Admirall of 
the ſaid Sea, deputed by his Lord aforeſaid, 
in his warre deal" the Flemmings, after che 
ſaid confederation made and eſtabliſned, and 
againſt the forme, and force of the ſaid confe- 
deration, and the intention of them that made 


it, wrongſully aſſumed the office of the admi- 


raltie in the ſaid Sea of England, by the com- 


miſſion of the King of France, and uſed the 


ſame one year and more, taking the people 


and Merchants of the kingdome of England. 


and of other places paſſing through the ſaid 

Sea with their goods, and delivered the people, 
ſo taken-to the priſon of the faid Lord the 
King of France, in the Ports of his ſaid 


king- 


r — : 
6 ww a > 4. * . > 
. 
SAM _—_— n 


; } 
: [s 
| : 
; N 
. 4 
; ji 
1 7+ 1 
, * 
; * | 
= 


—_— 60 
UD. 
— _ 
TE a nap” 
- Mc 


ſe *# = gt Y . F 
5 


wy 7 
«BY 1 
. 
. 
8 * 
3 iN 
_ 
; ; 
#5 . 
CE - 1 0 
"42 * 
9 : 
IF 
[i N 1 
** 4 4 
E: E 
7 7 
* 
. 
; 45 
Ss , 
+ . 
4 7 
* » 
;F 
. 
. 8 
* 
4 q 
. N 
bs, + 
, N 175 
. 
: y 
* 
7 
” Y 1 
28 : 
TS. i 
$4 b 
3 ao 
* 1 
. it 
13 7 
; *. 
d ; 1 
ME 
| : 
1 1 
4 . 
| oy 
d + 
'n . 
9 - 
2 g 
"Ty . 
. ; 
- " 
. 
2 
F 1 
7 * 
* b 
Tp") = 
| ff 
a #8, 
Fe £ 
» 3 n 
| 1 
4 i 
1 
£7” |; 
W | 
>»? * 
IN 
= * £ 
775 
eo? 
| if 
p = 
* 
5 


—— or 


* „ _—_ 
T 


14 Te SOVERAIGNTIE 


kingdome, as to him forfeited and accrewing; 
And the taking and detayning of the ſaid 

eople, with their ſaid goods and Merchan- 
diſe; as alſo his ſaid judgement, and award 
hath juſtified before, the Lords Auditors in 


writing, by vettue of the authoritie of his ſaid 


commiſſion of the Admitaltie aforeſaid by 
bimſelfe uſurped, and during a reſtraint, ge- 
nerally made by the King of England by rea- 
ſon of his power, and according to the forme 
of their articles of the confederation aforeſaid, 
-which.conteineth the words underwritten, re- 
quirizg-that he might be acquitted: and ab- 
ſolved of the ſame, to the great dammage 
and prejudice, of the King of England, the 
Prelates, Nobles, and others abovenamed. 
WMWbhertefore the ſaid procurators, in the names 
of their ſaid Lords, doe pray your Lordſhips 
Auditors aforeſaid that you cauſe due and 
ſpeedie deliverie of the ſaid people, with their 
goods and Merchandiſe ſo taken and detained, 
to be made to the Admirall of the ſaid King 
of England, to whom the Cognizance of the 
ſame of right appertaineth (as is before ex- 
pieſſed), So that without the diſturbance of 
you, or any other, hee may take Cognizance 
therof, and to doe that which appertaineth 
to his office aforeſaid. And the ſaid Mounfieur 
Reyner Grimbald bee condemned, and con- 
ſtrained to make ſatisfaction to all the ſaid 
parties damnifyed, ſo far forth as hee ſhall be 
able, and in his default, his ſaid Lord, the 
| _ King 


ef the 8 EAS. wg 
King of France, by whom he was depuited 
in the ſaid Office; And that after due ſatis- 
faction made to the parties dampnified, che ſaid 
Mounſieur Reyner, bee ſo duly puniſhed for the 
violation of the ſayd confederation, that his 
puniſhment may bee an example to others in 
time tO CO mee. | "Us LE 111 4411 —9 
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In the Record theſe memorable points are to be 
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Firſt, That the Kings of England had then 
been in peaceable poſſeſſion of the ſayd Domi- 
nion of the ſayd Sea of England by immemo- 
rable preſcription. 122 oy 
Secondly, That the Soveraignty belonged 
unto them, not ' becauſe they were Domini 


utriuſque ripe; as when they had both England 


and Normandy,” and ſo were Lords of both 
ſhoares. For Edward the Firſt at this time 
had not Normandy, but that it is inſeparably 
appendant and annexed unto the Kingdome of 
England, our Kings being ſuperiour Lords of 
the ſaid Sea, by reaſon (as the ſaid Record 
ſpeaketh) of the ſayd Kingdomes. 
Thirdly, Onely the Kings of England had 
power to make Lawes, and exerciſe ſupreame 
Juriſdiction over all perſons, and in all cauſes 
within the ſayd Sea, and in their abſence to 
the Maſters of their ſaid Ships onely apper- 
caineth. Ks” | 


Fourthly, 
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' »Fourthly, That the King of France could 
not make an Admirall in that Sea without 
doing wrong to the King of England, but chat 
it was an uſurpation upon his right, 

Laſtih, That all this was affirmed, and ac- 

knowledged by the Agents of moſt part of 
Chriſtendome, being * to the Crown 
of England. 
Surely I beleeve no Prince in the world 
can produce clearer evidence for any part of 
his eſtate then the King of England by this 
Record can doe for his Soveraignty, and ex- 
clufive Juriſdiction in the Sea of England. 
Vet for further Declaration hereof, I will adde 
certain others of ſucceeding times in affirmance 
of that above mentioned. _ 

The firſt whereof is that of Kinks: Edward 
3. being an Article amongſt others, u 
Which the Kings Juſtices were to be adviſed 
with all the title of F che Record, en fol- 


lowech. 


1 'n » 4 


Arial | ſuper 2 Suiciars; 3 e, 
Regis er due 


Item ad finem "gael pe funnatei; & continuetur 
ad ſubditorum proſecutionem forma procedenii, 
gaondam ordinata & inchoata per Auum Domini 
noſtrum Regis, & cius Concilium ad reſtituendum, 
& conſervandum antiquam ſuperioritatem Maris 
g S Jus you Admirallatus in eodem, 
qued 
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guad corrigendum leges & Patuta fer gut Aite. 
cefſorts Anglia Reges dudum ordinata, ad con- 
ſervandum pacem & juſtitiam inter omnes Gentes. 
Nationes cujuſcunque per mare Angliæ tranſtun- 
tes, & ad cognoſcendum ſuper omnibus in contra-" 
rium attemptatis in eodem, & ad pnniendum 
delinquentes & damna parti ſatigfuciendum. 
Que quidem leges, & flatuta per Dominum 
Richardum quondam Regem Angliæ in redditu 
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declarata & Inſla de Olleron ' piBlicata & 
minata in Gullica lingua. Lay loy Olleron. 
In this Record (as in the former) the aner- 
ent right of the King of Englands fupefiority 
in the Seas of England, and The large extent 
thereof is clearely ſpecified, but eſpetially" va 
the concluſion wee may obferve to the 

glory of our Engliſh Nation, that the ais 
Lawes of Olleron (which after the Rhodian 
Lawes were antinquated and abſolete) have 
now well neare 500. yeares been received by 
all the Chriſtian world for regulating Sea 
affaires, and deciding Maritime controverſies, 
were firſt declared by King. Richard the firſt” 
(a King of England) at his returne from'the 
Holy land; and by him cauſed to bee pub- 

| liſhed in the Iſle of Olleron, then belonging to 
the Dutchy of Aguitane and thereupon, and 
from that Iſland tooke their name, which they 
yet retaine, and this is the more worthy of 
7 note, becauſe untill this Record (being lately 
| found) was produced, the moſt learned Law- 
7 0 yers, 
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yers and Antiquaries of our times were altoge- 
ther ignorant by whom thoſe Laws were or- 
dained, and why they were ſo called. To the 
fame purpoſe and effect. is this ori inall in 
French, but expreſſed here in En a 

* Trem, To the end that here, ſeen and 
conſidered the formes of proceeding and Let- 
ters, ordained by the Counſell of our ſayd 
Lord (Grandfather co the King) for 0 5 
and the ſayd Nation of England, to recover 
and retaine the ſayd Subjects Aſſiſtants and 
Allies, and to cauſe CR to be made unto. 
hepa, for, all Sheng done to them on Sea 


1 


0 * Record Reis in Tower, - 
with 


EAN 4 


with all fach amendment as may | be ordained 
by the ſaid Counſells of our Ri Lord. the 
King to the profit and honour of him. 

And moreover the Record following direc 


how much that great King — The third 


held himſelfe in honour bound not to {ſuffer 
the dominion of the Sea to be loft or im- 
paired in his time, but eſpecially wee are in 
it to obſerve,” that the Kings of England were 
anciently as now Domini Anghcant — — 
L Lords of the Seas environing Eng and, 
01 K ſo the words of the Record are. 

Rex dilecto, & fideli ſuo Galfridb de Say. 
Admirallo fote ſue navium ab ore aquæ Tha- 
miſie, verfus partes. Occidentales ſalutem. Cur 


nuper nos animadvertentes quod Progenitores 


noſtrum Reges Angliæ, Domini Maris Axnglica- 
ani circumguaque, & etiam dgfenſores contra 
hoftrum invaſfiones ante hac tempora extiterunt, 
Et plurimum nos 'tederet fi honor 'nofter regius 
in defenfione bujuſimodi armis (quod abfit) depe- 
reat temporibus noftris, aut in aliquo minuatur 
Sc. Mandamus vobis quod ſlatim viſis preſen- 
tibus et abſque ulteriori dilatione navis portuum 
prædictorum & alias naves, qua jam parata 
exiſtunt ſuper mare teneatis. | 


And firſt to the practique Pede of this 


Dominion, and Superioritie in all ſucceeding 
times what can be more pertinent and mate- 


riall then to ſnew. 
That the Kings of Eigland focceltively! hare 


had the Soveraigne guard of the Seas. 
D 2 8 


# *%. * 
. T9 


4. 


8 . n 
2 Ve * C A A — a . 
2 Kol OE. A ens om — = 2 n 2 „ 
dT rr — — Rem 8 1 <= 
- 8 — 9 . 7 — * 
— - 


2 2 


"ah bv SOVERAIGNTLE 


That they have impoſed taxes and tributes 

upon all Ships paſſing and fiſning therein. 

That they have ſtopped and opened the 
paſſage t |, to ſtrangers, as, they, ſaw 
cauſe. 

That all wrecks 1 Royall fiſhes therein 
found, are originally i and doe belong 
unto them. 

Every of which particulars the teſtimonies 
following will amply manifeſt. 

As touching therefore the guard of che Seas. 
It is apparent by the Records of Parliament, 
and by the printed bookes of Statutes, that 
Tonnage and Poundage were granted, as for 
other reaſons, ſo eſpecially, and all waies for 
enabling the King to guard the Seas. And 
accordingly divers admiralls from time to time 
were conſtituted by Commiſſion for that pur- 
poſe, of which there are multitudes of preſi- 
dents upon Records. It may ſuffice to inſert 
this one inſtead of many. 

Rex Chariſſimo conſanguineo ſuo Henrico Duci 
Exoniz ſalutem. Sciatis cum nos, &c. retinu- 
erimus vos ſub certis modis & forma ad profici- 
endum in ſervitio eee. Mare ſuper cuſto- 
dia ejuſdem, c. Ordinavimus & aſignavimus 
vos, & vobis tenere pręſentium plenam, et ſuffi- 
cientem committimus, & damus poteſtatem et 
authoritatem generalem et ſpecialem ad projici- 
ſcendum ſupra mare cum retinentia veſtra Pira- 
taſque et Spoliatores, Mercatorum, et Piſcatorum 
tam Anglorum, quam extraneorum cum eorum 

 Navibus, 


F the S EAS. af 


Navibus, et-caprend. et een! et eat j uta 
en & juris exigentiam ſimiliter caſtigand. Sc. 
And to this purpoſe wee fimde frequent pro- 
tections granted to ſuch of the Subjects as 
were in ſervice with their Admiralls, As to 
Thomas Warren of Briſtol, qui in obſequium Re- 
gis in comitiva diledi et fidelis conſanguinet 
Johannis Comitis Wigorum wnius cuſtodum 
Maris ſuper ſalua cuſtodia er n e ejuſe 
dem Maris moratur. 

- So likewiſe unto John Wards, qui in obſequio 
Regis i in comitiva diletti, & fidelis conſanguinti 
noftri Richardi comitis Sarum: unius cuſtadum 
Maris ſuper ſalva e & defenfione ejuſden 


n 2%. 


And the like to Richard Clarke, qui in Re- 


gis obſequio in comitiva dilecti & figelts conſan- 
guinei Regis Johannis comitis Oxoniæ umus 
cuſtodum maris ſuper ſalva cuſtoite & I 
ejuſdem moratur. 

I ſhall notneed to ſay more of elder times for 
declaration of this point, ſince our owne me- 


mories can teſtifie that divers Ships have been 
ſent forth by our-Soveraignes at ſundry times 


upon the like imployment, beſides thoſe that 
have conſtantly kept the Narrow Seas, unto 
which all ſtrangers even at this day vaile Bon- 
net in acknowlegement of this Superioritie, 
according to this Ordinance made by King 
John many hundred yeares paſt, worthy to 
bee remembred, and obſerved, which' out of 
the old French, 1 have here verbatim tranſſated 
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* Ttem, It was ordained at Haſtings for a Law 


and Cuſtome of the Sea in the ſecond year of 
the raigne of King John, by the adviſe of the 


Lords Temporall, That if a Lievetenant in any 
voyage being ordained by Common Councell 
of the Kingdome doe incounter upon the Sea 
any Ships or veſſels laden, or unladen, that 


will not ſtrike and veile their Bonnets at the 


commandement of theLievetenant of the King, 
or of the Admirall of the King, or his Lievete- 


nant, but will fight againſt them of the Fleet, 
chat if they can be taken, they be reputed 


as enemies, and their Ships, Veſſells, and 
Goods taken, and forfeited as the Goods of 
Enemies, although the Maſters or Poſſeſſors 
of the ſame would come afterwards and al- 
ledge, that they are the Ships, Veſſels, and 
Goods of thoſe that are Friends to our Lord 
the King, and that the common people being 
in the ſame be chaſtiſed by impriſonment of 
their bodies for their rebellion, by diſcretion. 

Concerning Taxes, and Tributes impoſe d 
upon Ships paſſing, and fiſhing upon our Seas, 
and Coaſts, it will bee proper in the firſt place 
to ſet downe the Ordinance made in the ſecond 
yeare of Richard the ſecond by the affent of 
the whole eſtate in the Parliament, which 
upon the Roll of that 8 is recorded in 
theſe words. 

Ordinance et grant per 7 adviſe Je Merchants 
de Londres et des autres Merchants vers le North 


* Inter leges marinas ſub fine. * 


f the SEAS 23 
per Aſſent de. touts les Commons de Parliament 
per devant le Countes de Northumberland et le 


Mayor de Londres, pour le guard de mere et cofts 
de Admiral des Nerth aux deux mefs. 


FN dos domes pur prender de. chacune neif of | 


275 de quelque paſſage que paſſe and la mere 
t Admirall alant et retournant par le voyage 
4 chacune Tonne tight & 


Iten de prendre des autres. neifs. et weſſeaux.” 


ners et. paſſon. entour autres. poifſouners ſur 


2 deius le dit Admiralty de quelle port age 
quit ſoit en troys Semanies de chacune T. * 


tight © V. 


Iten de toutes autres neif Crayes S veſſaux ' 


paſſantes per mere deins le de Admiralty charges 
ove biens de Merchants in Exprenx on eu North- 


way ou en Sion Ga de chacune Tonnne e 


uf | 
In which Ordinance of Parliament wee may 


plainly obſerve that theſe payments were im 
poſed upon all ſhips paſſengers, as well as 
fiſhers, within thoſe Seas. And to the like 


purpoſe is this of Edward the fourth. | 

Rex dilectis & fidelibus * Tohanni Henning. 
ham militi Willo Hopton, Edv. Ynce, & Jo- 
hanni Wamfllet; . ſalutem Sciatis, quod cum nos 


pro ſecuritate & ubditorum; ; noftrorum commita= 


zum Northampt. & Southampt. quam Navi- 
um, & Piſcatorum qui ſuper mare per Coſteras 
eorundem Comitatum piſcari voluerunt ſub con- 


* Par. 22. E. 4. part. I. in 2. * couduct᷑u [i f ve gardia f. 
rorum Piſcatorum. | 
ductu 
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44 The SOVERATGNTIE 
ductu & ſalva gardua dilectorum & fidelium 
noftrorum Edw. Vnce, Johannis Dabey, unzus - 


1 valectorum Corone et Will. Thederſton, guos 
1 cuſtodes, conductores, et Waftores pro ſecuritate 
BY dictorum Piſcatorum verſus inimicos noſtros, ſuper 
_ mare exiſtentes ad preſens ordinavimus de ſidelitu- 
#5 te, et provida circumſpettione veſtris plenius con- 
43 dentes, aſſignavimus vos conjunttim, et divifim, ac 
＋ vobis plenam poteſtatem & authoritatem tenore pre- 
FF entium damus et contmittimus tam ad cuſtodes, 
=. cunductores, et Waftores illbs ſupervivendum, quam 
=. ad communicandum cum quibuſdam Piratoribus 
13 cujuſcunque patriæ fuerint qui in partibus pr 
= dictis ſub ſecuritate dictorum, Edmundi Ynce, 
3 Tohannis Dabey, er Will. Thederſton piſcari vo- 
; 4 luerint. Quod ipſi piſcatores et eorum quilibet 
'® ad omnia, et omnimoda coſtas onera et expenſas 
' . eiſdem cuſtodibus conductoribus et waftoribus pre- 
= ſentium fint tempore piſcationum contributores ad 
= hujuſmoat coſtas, onera, et expenſas illa de hujuſ- 
=. modi piſcationibus, piſcatorum predifforum ubi- 
i cunque muenire poterunt levandum et colligen- 
: : dum. Nec non ad omnes als fore cuſtodes, con- 


ductores, ſive waftores alios, quam prenominatos 
preſumentes, vel altemptantes arreſtandi, et ca- 
piendi et prox. Goalæ noſtræ committendum 
1 tißbidem ſaluo, et ſecure, quouſque eorundem deli- 
3h bBeratione ordinavimus cuſtodiendum, fimiliter 
t authoritatem et poteſtatem damus et committimus. 
5 Et ideo vobis et cuilibet veſtrum mandamus quod 
i circa premiſſa diligenter intendatis ut ea faciatis 


* 
. © 


et exequamint in forma prœdicta. 
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In this Record is manifeſtly expreſt that 
the King appointed wafters to guard the fiſhers, 
not only of his owne realme but forrainers and 
ſtrangers that fiſh upon his coaſts, and that 
the wafters tooke a rateable proportion of 
every Ship towards their coſts, and expences, 
in ſecuring their fiſhing. And laſtly, that theſe 
wafters were to prohibit all other By We what- 
ſoever that preſumed to take that office upon 
them, and ro commit them to priſon there 
to atrend the Kings pleaſure. 

To this effect the venerable Camder®, in his 
deſcription of the North riding of Yorkſhire 
faith, that the Hollanders in their fiſhing for 
herring upon the Northcoaſts of England did 
firſt obtaine licence of Scarborough Caſtle for 
to doe. 

But that which is moſt materiall to the 
Soveraigne command, and proprietie of our 
King in this point of fiſhing, eſpecially ap- 
peareth in that all Neighbour Princes have by 
treatie obtained licence for their Subjects to 
fiſh in our ſeas. As in a truce, and abſtinence 
of War agreed betweene Henry the fourth, and 
the French, to the intent the Fiſhermen might 
fiih in all parts, the King ſent forth his Letters, 
as followeth. 


L.e Roy au tout nous Almirall, & 2 2 fin 9 1 en 
ceſt preſent herringinſon les poiſſonniers 4 Pun 
partie, & de Pauter purſſoint Peſbenre plus ſeure- 
* Camders Brit. 

E ment 
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ment in le mere les Herrings, & fouts autres poi 
ſons entre le haven de Scarborough, & de fin de 
pays de Flanders vers le Haß et dillonques ſur le 
25 de Angleterre inſanes an haven de Southamp- 
ton et ſur le coaſt du. Royanne de Frence de le 
dit fin de tout le dit pays de Flanders niſques a 
riuiere de Sound, ſc. vonlomus et avomus ordonne 
et ouſtre or donnomus ottryons per ſes preſents ; 
Que touts les poiſſonniers de la dite partie de 
France foiſſo wnt peſher ſeurement les berrens et 
tout autres peſſons durant ceſt berriogniſon ef 
niſques an primer jour de fanuarie prochain- 
ment a vener et denis et entre les bounds de us 
limites. 


85 he like liberty was s granted by roles 74 
tween Henry the ſixt and the Dutcheſſe of 
Burgundy to thoſe of Brabant, and Flanders, 
witneſſed by the Record tallomng; . 


Rex emnibus ad ques, Se. In erte 222 
dam continuationem, prorogationem, & 7 
onem nuper facta 15 per facto intercurſus, & 
commutationis Merchandiꝝ & Piſcariæ maris & 
aliarum rerum neceſſarium ad utilitatem commu- 
nem noſtrorum regui Angliæ dominii & Hiberniæ 
et ville Caliciæ ex una parte, et Ducatus Co- 

mitatus patriæ Brabantiæ, Flandriæ, et Domi 
ni ville Machlinæ ex alters parte. Wen 
other Articles this is one. 

Item et touts pechens tam de Angleterre Fe re- 


land, et Calais peaceablement aller partent fur 
le 
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pur piſcher et gaigner leur venvrꝰ fo 7 


chment on dr fearber de Tone partie” 00 
Pauter. " 

So in a es to om for thirty cares 
between the King of England and bis Eires 
on the one party, and the Duke of Burgundy 
and his heires on che other part. One Ar- 
tiele is, 

Item et touts erh tam D'a Ae, quam 
4 Ireland et de Calais ſicome de pais de Mon Sur 
e Duke quelqueles foyent purront peaceablement 
aller par tout fur le mer pur peſcher, et Sans 


et lour ſoit beſaigne ſur co requirer on obtiti net 


aſe licence conge on ſans conduieh, etc. 

* The like in a truce, and abſtinence of War, 
to endure the ſpace of thirty yeares betweene 
Edward the fourth and his heires on the one 
part, and Francis Duke of Brittaine on the 
other part, where one Article is. | 

Tem et touts, peſcheurs tam D' angleter” ficoms 
au dit pais et Duche de Britaigde quelqueles ſoyent 
| purront peaceablement aller par tout ſur mer pur 
beſc her et gaigner lour unture ſans impeachiment 
on diſturber delv ne partie au de ld uter et ſans 
et ſour 5 pe fargne fur ceo reguirer Jans condutt. 


- Moteovep! Philip the ſecond, King of Spaine, 

in the firſt yeare of Queen Mary obtained li- 
cenſe for his Subjects to fiſh upon the North 
coaſt of Ireland for the terme of one and twenty 
yeares, paying yearly for the ſame a thouſand 
Pour d, which was accordingly brought into 
E 2 the 


. * Franc. . 4 


5 
D 1 1 _ 
„ 1 D 4» by * 
— ö — E * I . * 82 yo» 1 ü a 
22>. — — OTE T—— EIG — ab EE 1 2 b > ROY 8 * ——_ 8 N n * 8 by A D L bh * 
1 wi. Dd. r is. dud eli PR ns = ö . 8 + > St , RX. * pl Rain «ad LIE * — KR -_—_ boy 2 LE LED " , 
E. Rr * 4 WI — 85 9 .* * > pr 4 re — IT A 2 _ ” — 2 —— Ys — 
- 2 = P 2 . E : 5 = * Mr - 8 2 oo 2 2 - * £ 
— . 0 — i 2 8 - — 
2 < 7 
"TG = Las 8 "I Tk dt = _ * 838 1 : . - = 9 _ \ 
Þ \ I, f = oy _— Mas 4 © l l =_ - = of 1 — _— = FR = OO” _ * 1 = = y 
_ _ \ l \ \ \ , — = = = 


CFR mn — * I he T0 AS 
2 2 — — 
K 8 wa i” 
— N 
© tl 3 
2 a 
CE” Ws - 2 
— gh « 
= — 


8 Lions ANY 


4 — 2 V3 3 26 _— 
3 ſw” St. 4 A 
0 2 » N 
” 
— PR — — - — — W 4 


LT) 
. 
' . 
„* , 
. us 
9 
2 * o 
W 4 
4+ bo i 
5 . 
it : 
19 
. 4 
* 
£ 
o 
„ 


22 * 
* 


1 +4 
2 s 


7 18 
> at 
A 
32-1 
0 n 
a * » n+ 
, FF 
4 *. 
iT & 
47 
2 
l 1 x 
39 
N ö 4 7 
a * o 
Tv 2 
Fs bw 
* . 
* 7 
"3.5 n 2 
| © EO 
: 8 
G 7 * 
* 4 
i * o 
: + © 
f * is 
: "wt 
| * 1 
oy r 
3 4 
ie 
1 ie 
— 
; : 
31 ? * 5 * 
89 
4 
5 4.20 
* " 
4 © "3 
2 . 
7 „ Y 
4 1 - 
4 c 
# * 
8 * = 
D * 4 
s KL. 
Kr 
* K 
: bs. 
$16 1 
+ +2 
* 5 y 
F is 1 ; 
G pu. BE SI 
7 * 3 
IF * * is 
= * 
N 
1 3 
0 7 E . 
dy * + ; 
[ $8 * 
\ 
11 I 
/ * 
«2 ia 
4. 
\ . { 
b 13 
* 4 
4d ' 
7 .. 
l N f 
13 % z 
| 1 . 
: 4 IE 
\ . * 
14. 
" 
b ; ? 
- £ 
; * 
7 \ Fit 
* . 
b 5 +, 
bs <1? 35 
ö * 
o i. ub: * 
9 * 1. 
bl - 
iS . 
8 Tr 
2 * 
| * 18 
2 FO : 
* 49 
K i 
þ 14; EH? 
i 1 ” 
q V+ 
Z 1 ? . 
| 1-4 
1 , * . 
: . 
| ; _ 
p 5 4, 
. * 
9 1 j 2 * 
a 
Ea 
) K "8 
p 42 R 
. 
17 
* 25 1. 
| 1 $ av 
| 1 7 
7 
* 15 
1 : * 5] 
: g 
:; 
* a» 
pA 
* # 
1 
5 W * 
= oY 1 2 
be. 
\ Fil: 
Z * 
od +- 
I ** 5 
7? £2 
750 £ 
1 5 
* 
« + 
* | 
0 þ 4 
l x 88 + 
- »d « 
j ip 1 
g Ke 
3 
i 3 2 
= 
* 
7 ; - 
| 
: 


P 
rr 
. 


for the Scale or Roſe, a Noble of every Ship, 
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the Exchequer of Treland, and received of Sir 
Henry Fitton, being then Treaſurer there, as 


His ſonne Sir Eduard Fitton hath often teſti- 


fied. 
To conclude this point; 3 Iris notorious, that 
at this day the King of France (as others of 
his predeceſſors have done) by the ſpeciall li- 
cenſe of the King of England, fiſheth upon 
our Coaſts neare Rye, with a ſet, and limited 
number of ſmall boates, and chat onely for 
proviſion of his own houſhold, being tyed to 
obſerve the Orders and Lawes of his owne 


Fiſhermen; for breach whereof divers, of his 


Subjects of late years have been taken and im- 
priſoned in Dover Caſtle, and elſwhere. 
Nor doth the King of England in theſe par- 
ticulars claime, or uſe any exorbitant Juriſ- 
dictions, and differing from that of other States 
and Princes in like caſe, who generally give 
Aliens la wes to paſſe or fiſh i in the ſeas coaſting 
upon their Territories. And alſo impoſe T axes 
and Tributes for their owne profit and com- 
modity. 
The Emperour of Ruſſia com pellerh all F iſh- 

ermen within the Seas, though it be many 
Leagues from the Maine to pay him Tribute. 
In Scotland and other Iſlands under the King 
of Swede they are enforced to pay Taxes. 
The King of Denmarke at his Wardhouſe 
in the Sound, hath for a Licence a Doller, and 


and 
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and ü n laſt of Herrings, — 12 bar- 


rels, a Doller. 

The Duke of: Medina Sidonia in Spas; 
back his greateſt revenues out of the Taxes 
layed upon Fiſhermen for their Ain in 

ur 170 

All Princes of Traly bordering upon the Seas 
receive a proportion of like benefit. 

And the Hollangers themſelves impoſe taxes 
on the fiſhes taken by their owne F iſnermen! in 
our Seas. 

Now for the King of Beta Soverdignih 
in opening and ſtopping the paſſage of his Seas, 
the preſidents of ancient times imbarging, and 
ſtaying, not only Pyrates or Enemies, but 
friends alſo that were ſuſpected to trade with 
Enemies, or had done particular wrong to the 
Engliſh ſubjects, or upon ſome other urgent 
occaſion, or reaſon of State, are ſo frequent in 
Record of Story, that the tranſcribing and 
reading of a thing ſo generally known, would 
certainly bee eſteemed loſſe of time and labour. 

I remember thoſe of Hamborough, and other 
Eaſterlings (though in amitie with us) in the 
late raigne of Queene Elizabeth of famous me- 

mory, were notwithſtanding ſtayed from paſ- 
ſing through our Seas towards Spain, and good 
prize made of all other Nations that attempred 
to doe the like without licenſe firſt had and 
obtained from hence. 

I will therefore only note by the way to this 
porpale; that * being to paſſe through 8 

our | 


30 The SOVERAIGNTIE 


our Seas either in coming to us, or going to 
any other place without ſo much as touching 
vpon any of the King of Englands Countries, 
have uſed to take ſafe conducts, and licenſes 
of our Kings to ſecure them, and protect them 
in their paſſage, thereby acknowledging the 
right of their ſuperioritic in this behalte in the 
Seas. Of which ſort amongſt many, et re- 
cital of theſe two ſhall ſuffice. 
Ren per literas ſuas patentes per triennium 
 duraturas ſu fuſcepit in ſaluum & ſecurum conducs 
tum ſuum, ac in protectionem, tuitionem & de- 
Jenſionem ſuas ſpeciales Edw. Sygal et Opicinum 
Lomeline de Jean Mercatores cum bonis, & Mer- 
ebandizis ſuis in guibuſdam Bargis, Carakis, 
five navibus in partibus Janus carcatis, & alibs 
cariandis ab iiſdem partibus in Regnum, Domi- 
mum et poteflatem noſtra veniendum, et exinde 
ad portas ſuas proprias tam hs terram , per 
mare tranſeundo, et redeundo. 

This was granted to certaine Merchangs 
comming with their en | and. goods « out 
of Italy into England. 

That which followeth was 0 theſs which 

aſſed the Seas as well to other places, RIVERS: 
que placuerit, as this kingdom. 

+ Rex per literas ſuas patentes de gratia PA 
Specialt ſuſcepit in ſalvum & ſecurum conductum 
ſuum, ac in protectionem, tuitionem, & deſenſi- 
onem ** Jpecrales Robertum F orreſter, Roge- 


* Franc. 11 H. 4. de ſalvo conductu. 
Þ+ Rot. Fran. 38. H. 6. de ſalus conductu. 
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rum de. 3 Leonardum Blanchy: & Johan- 
nem de Conwillis, Mercatores de Normania, et 
corum guemlibet, ac fattores, {tf ornatos, ef Jer- 
vientes ſuos et quemlibet eorum in regnum Rey 
Anghe, ac alia Dominia, Furiſdictiones & ter- 
riforia regis Angliæ quecungue; vel alibi ubicunt 
ue eis placuerit, cum una nave uscatu le grace de 

| —ꝗ — de Roven, portage go. Doliorum, vel infra 
unde Johannes % Bognas, Nundinas de Bather, 
Martinus Hunday, Johannes 4e Blanch, Johan- 
nes Maſſey, vel Wilielmus Emry, eft Magifter 
Ruibuſdam bonis vel Merchandizis carcate et cum 
20. Marinariis, et uno pagetto vel infra pro gubers 
natione cjuſdem Nevis, nec non pro rebus herneſiis 
et aliis armaturis quibuſcungus prs corporibus 
eorum ; et pro defenſione ejuſdem navis. ReCe/ſaris 
es defenhibi libus ſecum habendis, et ſtrendis. 

It remaineth to ſhew that by reaſon; of this 
prerogative and foveraigntie! all manner of 
wrecks, and royall fiſhes taken in our ſeas are 
due unto the King of England onely, or uuto 
ſuch unto whom by ſpecial e they Mae 
granted the ſame. 3 ⁰οπτν #4 

For manifeſtation hereof// although t * 
known and continued practiſe might ſuffice; 
we are to take notice, that by the fundamen- 
tall Laws of this Kingdome, the King ſhall 
have wreck of the ſea, all Whales 2 Stur- 
gions taken therein, with Porpoyces, and other 
royall fiſhes: And for declaration of this Law, 
the Statute made 17 Edi. 2. concerning the 
Kings prerogative, faith, 


Tem 
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tem Rex habebit wreccum -maris fer totum 

wham Bulenas, et Sturgiones captas in mare, 
vel alibi infra regnum, exceptis quibuſdam Pri- 
wiegiatis' locis per\Regem. 

So likewiſe. Porpoyces are adjudged. to be- 
long unto the King, unleſſe any man can 
claime the ſame by Charter, or Preſcription, 
and accordingly in ancient Charters granted 
by our Kings to particular places and perſons, 
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Fi; and among other liberties, reccum maris is 
a. uſually paſſed by ſpecial words arguing the 
_ as Kings ſoveraigne right, and power to diſpoſe 
1 thereof at his pleaſure, by vertue whereof 
= i Wreck at this day is taken and enjoyed by 

1 5 many, as well Towns and Corporations as pri- 

14 vate men. 

5 0 But for oleare proofe of the right, and prac- 

19 tiſe of this Soveraignty, the Record following 

1 is very remarkable, and not to be omitted. 

1 In a plea betweene Peter de St. Cleere, the 

Ei Abbat of Cherbourgh, and Godfery de Carteret 

1 Attorney for the Prior (the name of the Mo- 

1 naſterie is worne out of the Record) concern- 

Wh ing 2 Tuns of Wine found by certain Marri- 

Bit ners in alto Mari, and by them brought to land 

| fol through certain places, where the ſaid parties 

* claimed to have liberty of wreck. After long 

1 debate, and full hearing of the caſe recited 


* Stat. de 1 47. E. 2 cap. 11. 
I Rot. de St. Cleere, Johan. de Froſin Held, & al. Fuſticir, 
inhabit. Inſulis Gerſey & Gernſey, 25 anno 2 Ed. 3. 


at 


5 rp He SEAS. e WY 33 
at 16g in the Recerd, Pt abetvtith 39 


Wil is as followerh. 


ww " as a. 2} 


nah 12 ureccum, 2 e Maris 
Proſiciunt ad terram vel Infra portum, wel tam | 
prope terram quod aftantibus in terra Pp mnt pre- 
hendt, et fic FSG vel trabantur ad fortum, 
et ea, que reperta ſunt in alto Mari unde rec 
cum non exiftit, quod flutus Maris ea vellent 
frojicere, ſed per laborem Marrinariorum leuen- 
tur a Mari, & ponantur in Navi, vel batells, 
er fic invaſt 7 ducantur ad terram a non tangunt 
terram alicujus per trahimitronem nec alio quo- 
v1ſmodo non poſſunt wreceum, ſed ſunt tantum- 
modo de adventuris maris de quibus nullus poteſt 
aliquid clamare niſi ſalvatores, et Dominus Rex 
conceſſit libertatem percipiendi bujuſmodo adven- 
turas. Ft betit Judicium pro Domino Rege. Et 
redietus Petrus, ef alii non poſſunt bog dedicere. 
Ft i deo conſideratuin eft quod predifia vina re- 
mancamt Domino Reg! ( jatva ſalvaloribus parte 
ſua) et Petrus, et alii in miſericordia pro falſo 
clamore. Poſtea unum de prædictis doliis con- 
ceſum fuit praditto Priori pro LI. de parte 
Has er de XX. reſiduis reſpondet Domino Regi. 
Whence wee are to obſerve, that all findings, 
or things floating in alto Mari, and conſe- 
quently the maine Sea, or Channell itſelf, be- 
longeth to the King, of which thoſe that finde 
the ſame are to have two o parts of three for 
— 4 7 their 
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their ſhare, in reſpect of their paines, and the 
other third part is due to the king. 

For concluſion of that which hath been 
ſhewed already, I have thought fit to adde 

ſuch preſidents out of the municipall and com- 

mon Lawes of the kingdome, marſhalled to- 
gether in one body, or claſſis, as do affirme 
this, the king of Englands Prerogative, and 
ſupreame juriſdiction in and over the Seas, 
which being ſeverally applyed to ſuch heads 
as are formerly ſet downe will W evict 
the truth thereof. 

Biracton in his booke de acquirends rerum 
dominio ſaith. Si autem inſula in mari nata 
et (quod raro accidit) occupantis fit & per con- 
ſeguens Regis propter ſuum priuilegium. 

The fame Bracton affirmeth that one of the 
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3 Articles to bee enquired before the Juſtices and 
1 Merchants was, de pur preſturis factis ſuper do- 
'Þ minum Regem froe in mart, &c. 
1 6. R. 2. Upon an Action of debt the de- 
Ki fendant ſued forth a protection. Ar which 
We: time Juſtice Belenapp tooke exception ſaying, 
= 1 the protection IS, ' guia  profeeturus eſt ſuper 
1 mare with G. K. Admirall; and you never 
= ſaw protection allowed of, if the partie did 
_F not go out of the legiance of the king of Eng- 
"Wi land in the parts of Scotland, Gaſcoignie, or 
= | France. But the Sea is of the legeance of the 
5 


King of his Crowne of England, wherefore ic 


* Bro don de a kind rerum deminio lib. 2. fo. wh 
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ſeemeth the protection is allowable, and you 


never faw duch a protection allowed before 


this day; but afterwards an expreſſe writ came 


out of the Chauncerie, commanding che pro- 


reQion to be allowed. [0 WR, HSSERITECN -* 


A child borne upon the Kings Seas is not 


an Alien by the common la. 

* Tempore Edv. 1. a replevin was bicught of 
a Ship taken upon the waſt of Scarborough on 
the ſea, and from thence carriet intò the 
County of Nor folke, to which Mut ford tooke 
two exceptions, one becauſe no certaine 
Towne' or Place was named from whence the 
viſne ſhould come; for the waſt extenderh 


foure leagues. Secondly, becauſe of a thing 


done upon the Sea, this Court cannot have 


cognizance. 'To which Juſtice Beresferd ſaid 
that the king will that peace be kept as well 
upon the Sea, as upon the land ; and we finde 
that you are come in upon due proces, and fo 
no cauſe but that you ſhould make anſwer. 
Doctor and Student ſaith, that the king is 
Lord of the narrow Seas, as bound to ſcowre 
the ſea of Pirates and petty Robbers, and 
therefore ſhall have wreck of the ſe. 


By the common law the King fall hare 


Floſtan, Feſtan, and Ligan. © 
Floſtan being ſuch Goods as after ſhipwrack 


doe floate upon the ſuperficies of the water. 
FJeſtan are all manner of goods that the 
Marriners being in anger do caſt out of the 


ſhip periſhed. 
* 


By. 


— 
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By Ligan is underſtood all things that are 
ponderous, nd in ſhipwrack doe ſinke to the 
ground and bottome of the ſea. 
By all Which preſidents it is manifeſt, that 
by the common law of the land the king is 
proprietory Lord of our, ſeas; that the ſeas of 
England are under the legeance of the king, 
that the, king is the ſoveraigne conſervator of 
the peace as well upon the ſea as land, That 
not onely things floating on the ſuperficies of 
the water but ſuch as lye upon the ſoile or 
ground thereof, belong properly unto the king, 
whereupon I conclude, That Rex Maris in- 
perio Dominio et fundo paſſidet. 


And that it may appear how great a King 
the King of England is by reaſon of this his 
ſoveraignty and dominion, it will not bee 
amiſſe to take a view of the ineſtimable riches 
and commodities, which (beſides our ſelves) 
other nations our neighbours doe daily reape 
eſpecially by fiſhing in our ſeas, inſomuch that 
no Chriſtian Prince of the world is Lord of 
any Territory, that (conſidering all circum- 
ſtances) yeeldeth the like conſtant and general 
benefit; for proofe whereof I will briefly. ſet 
downe ſuch obſervations; as others have here- 
tofore made, and we our ſelves find by daily 
experience. to be true beyond all exception. 
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The in ineſtim 10% R bes and Commodities 
E the Briniſh Seas % n 
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* 1 E Cboſt of Great Mickie ak © oo 
0 ſuch à continuall Sea-harveſt of gaine, 
and dene to all thoſe that with dligence doe 
labour in the fame, that no time or ſealon i in 
the yeare paſſeth a way without ſome N 
meanes of profitable imployment eſpecially to 
ſuch as apply themſelves to fiſhing, which 
from the beginning of the yeare unto the lat- 
ter end, continueth upon ſome patt or other 
upon our Coaſts, and therein ſuch infinite 
ſhoales and multitudes of fiſhes are offered to 
the takers as may juſtly move admiration, not 
ny to ſtrangers but ro thoſe that daily bee 

imployed amongſt them. 

Fhe Surnmer fiſhing for betrug beginneth 
abi Midfommer : and laſteth ſome pare, of 
Auguſt, 

The winter fiſhing er herring laſteth from 
September to the midſt of November, both 
which extend in place from Boughones | in Scet- 
land to the Thames mouth, 

The fiſhing for Cod at Alamby Wirlingtan, | 
and Whitehaven neare the coaſt of Lancaſhire 
from Eafter until Whitſentide. © 

The tiſhing for Hake at Abergeny, Above: 
which and other places betweene 2 and 
Ireland, 
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Ireland, from V. brtſontiae to Saint 1, Iames 
n eee CR 

The fiſhing, of Cod and Ling about Padfiow 
within the land, and of ese from Cbriſt. 
mas to Midlent. 

The fiſhing for Cod on abs Weſt part of 
Treland frequented by thoſe of Biſcay, Galicia, 
and Portugall, from the beginning of April 
untill the end of June. 1275 
The fiſhing for Cod and Linge on che 
North and ae of Heilen from Ct 
mas untill Michaelmas. 

The fiſhing for Pilchers on the Weſt coaſt 
of England EC St. James. tide untill Mi. 
chaelmas. _ 

The fiſhing for Cod and. Ling upon the 
Northeaſt of 5 from Eglter until A 


ſommer. 


The fiſhing of great Staple Ling, and i ma- 
ny other ſorts of fiſh lying about the Iland of 
Scotland, and in the ſeveral parts of the - 
tiſh Seas all the yeare long. * 
In September, not many yeares ſince upon 
the Coaſt of Devonſhire neare Minigall 00 
Tonne of fiſh were taken in one day. And 
about the ſame time three thouſand pound 
worth of fiſh in one day were taken at GA. 
Tve's in Cornewall by ſmall boates, and other 


poore proviſions. 


Our five- men- boates, and. cobles advenrors 
ing in a calme to launch out amongſt the 


Holland Buſſes not far from Robin-hoods Bay 
returned 


f the SE A IT 38 
returned to Whitby full fraught with herrings, 
and reported that they ſaw ſome of thoſe 
Buſſes take 10. 20. 24. laſts at a draught of 
herrings and returned into their owne Country 

with 40. 50. and 100. laſts of herrings 1 in one 
Buſſe. 

Our Fleete af colliers not many yeares ſince 
returning from Neucaſtie laden with coales 
about the well, neare Flanhorough head and 
Scarborough, met with ſuch — of Cod, 
Ling, and Herring, that one amongſt the reſt 
with certaine ſhip-hookes, and other-like In- 

ſtruments, drew up as much Cod and Ling in 
a little ſpace of time, as were ſold well neare 
for as much as her whole lading of coale. 
And many hundred of ſhips might have bin 
there laden in two daies and two nights. 

Out of which wonderful affluence, — 
abundance of fiſh ſwarming in our ſeas, that 
we may the better perceive the infinite gaine 
which forraine Nations make, I will eſpecially 
infiſt upon the fiſhing of the Hollanders in our 
Coaſts, and thereby ſhew how by this meanes 
e they have increaſed. 


1. In Shipping. 2. In Marriners. 3. In 
Trade. 4. In Tounes and Fortifications. 5. In 
Power _ or abroade. 6. In publique Re- 
venue. 7. In private wealth. 8. In all man- 


ner of Poo . tons, and _ of "I neceſſary. 1 


I. 7 
| 
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- Encreaſe of Shipping. ls 
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Bis 700. Strand boates, 400. Evars, 
and 400. Sullets, Drivers and Todboates, 
wherewith the Hollanders fiſh upon their owne 
eoaſts, every one of thoſe imploying another 
ſhip to fetch ſalt, and carry their fiſh into 
other countries, being in all 3000. ſaile, main- 
taining and letting on worke at leaft 4000. 
perſons, Fiſhers, - Tradeſmen, Women and 
Children, They have 100. Doyer boates of 
150. Tunnes a peece, or thereabouts. 700. 
Pincks and Well-boates from 60. to 100. 
Tuns a peece, which altogether fiſh upon the 
coaſts of England and Scotland for Cod and 
Ling onely. And each of theſe employ ano- 
ther veſſel for providing of ſalt and rranſport- 
ing of their Fiſh, making in all 1600. ſhips, 
which maintain and ro ane o 1 wo all 
forts, 4000. at leaſt. 

For the Herring ſeaſon they have 1668; 
Buſſes at the leaſt, all of them fiſhing onely 
upon our coaſts from Boughonneſſe in Scotland 
to the mouth of Thames. And every one of 
theſe maketh work for three other ſhippes 
that attend her; the one to bring in falt from 
forraigne parts, another to carry the ſayd ſalt 
ad caſk to the buſſes, and to bring back their 
herrings, 
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herrings, and the third to tranſport the ſayd 
fiih into forraign countries. So that the totall 
number of ſhips and buſſes plying the herring 
Faire is 6400. whereby every buſſe, one with 
another, imployeth 40. men, Marriners and 
Fiſhers within her own hold, and the reſt 
10 men a peece, which amounteth to 112000. 
Fiſhers and Mariners. All which maintaine 
double, if not treble ſo many Tradeſmen, 
women and children a land. 

Moreover they have 400. other veſſels at 
leaſt, that rake Herring at Yarmouth, and 
there ſell them for ready mony: ſo that the 
Hollanders (befides 300. ſhips before mentioned 
fiſhing upon their own ſhoares) have at leaſt 
| 4800. ſhippes only maintained by the ſeas of 
Great Brittaine, by which means principally, 
Holland being not ſo bigge as one of qur ſhires 
of England, containig not above 28 miles in 
length, and three in breadth, have encreaſed 
the number of their ſhipping to at leaſt 10000. 
ſfaile, being more then are in England, France, 
Spaine, Portugall, Italy, Denmarke, Poland, 
Sweden, and Ruſſia. And to this number they 
adde every day; although their country it ſelfe 
affords them neither materialls, or victuall, 
nor merchandize to bee accounted of towards 
their ſetting forth. 

Beſides theſe of Holland, -Lubeck hath 700. 
great ſhips, Hamboroughb 600. Embden 1400, 
whereunto adde the ſhips of Bremer, Biſcay, 
. Spaine, and France, which for the 

G moſt 
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moſt part fiſh in our ſeas, and it will appear 
that 10000. ſaile of forraigne veſſels, and 
above are imployed and maintained by fiſhing 


upon our coaſts, So that in Holland there are 


built 1000. ſaile at the leaſt, to ſupply 
ſhipwracks, and augment their ſtore, which 
as the Prime, and common Nurſery, is 
the chiefeſt meanes onely to increaſe their 
number. | TY 


2. 
Encreaſe of Marriners. 
HE number of ſhips fiſhing on our 


| coaſts being as aforeſayd, 8400. If 
wee allow but 20. perſons to every ſhip one 


with another, the totall of Marriners and 


Fiſhers amounteth to 168000. out of which 
number they daily furniſh their longer voy- 
ages to all parts of the world; for by this 
meanes they are not onely enabled to brooke 
the ſeas, and to know the uſe of the tackles, 
and compaſſe, but are likewiſe inſtructed in 
the principles of Navigation, and Pylotage, 
inſomuch as from hence their greateſt Navi- 
gators have had their education and breeding. 


: yi 
Encreaſs of 75 rade. 
Y reaſon of thoſe multitude I Ships ant 


| Marriners, tt ey have extended their trade 
to all parts of the world, exporting for the moſt 
part in all their voyages our herring, and other 
fiſh for the maintenance of the fame. In ex- 
change whereof they returne the ſeverall com- 
modities of other countries. 

From the Southern parts, as France, Spaine, 
and Portugall for our herrings they returne 
Oyles, Wines, Pruynes, Honey, Woolles, Sc. 


with ſtore of coine in Spec ie. 
From the Straights, Velvets, Sattins, and 


all ſorts of Silks, Allomes, Currans, - Oyles, 


and all Grocerie ware, with much money. 
From che Eaſt Countries for our herrings, 
and other French and Italian commodities be- 
fore returned, they bring home corne, Wax, 
Flax, hempe, Pitch, Tarre, Sope-athes, Iron, 
copper, Steele, clapboard, Wainſcot, Timber, 
Deale boarde, Dollers, and Hungare Gilders. 
From Germanie for herrings, ol other ſalt 
fiſh, Iron Steele, Glaſſe, Milſtones, Rheniſh 
wines, Button- plate for Armour, with other 
Munition, Silkes, Velvets, Raſhes, Fuſtians, 
Baratees, and ſuch like Frankford commodities, 


With ſtore of Rixdollers. 


— From 


: 
> 
* 
& 
S 
* 
& 
nt 
Fe 
1 
£ 
2 
** 
4 
5 
* 
iS 
$ 
3 
2 
f 
7 
1 
2 
# 
= 
— 4 
4 
;$ 
n 
! 
1 


i . 
: #| 
2 
1 
> 
4 
5 
o 
+ 
þ 
\ 
t 4 
1% 
Y 
| . 
„ 
1 
* 4 Z 
yi ö 
3 
*. ö 
$ F 
if 
. 
- „ 1 
o 
+: 
&: | 
"OF: 
* 
* 1 
* . 
» $$. 
3*: 
"> 
* 
5 
1 os 
1 
© * 
* 22 
o 
- 
* * * 
* 4 * 
28 
„ . 
« 4 
* 
5x 
PR, + 
4: 
>= 
of 1 
— ** 
5 I. 15 
F< 
7% . 
4 
0 , ; 5 
L 8 
: . 
»& / 
>| 1 ; « 
a 9 
; * 
* 17 
. 
FI * 4 
N Ry i 
- * 
= 
* N * 
* 1 
ff 755 
9 = 
, 2 
i 
7 
E 


2 n . 
e 


by 
7 
7 . 
8 
* 1 
5 : : 
5 1 
6. ; 
uy 7 ES) 
25 a : 
1 
=.” 8 
* 4 ; 
þ SL > 
i. 1 
a 3 . K 
+ 
: * 
= * 
* 
* 


44 The SOVERAIGNTI1E 


From Brabant they returne for the moſt 
part ready money with ſome Tapeſtries, and 
Hullſhop. Yea ſome of our herring are car- 


Tied as far as Braſeile. 


And that. which is more ſtrange and greatly 
to our ſhame, they have foure hundred ſhips 
with fiſh, which (our men of Jarmouth within 
ken almoſt at land) doe vent our herrings 
amongſt us here in England; and make us pay 
for the fiſh taken upon our owne coaſt ready 
money, wherewith they ſtore: their owne 
country. $1.3 9111, % ra 


* 
* 


FE 
Encreaſe of Townes and Fortes. 


Y this their large extent of trade they 

are become as it were citizens of the 
whole world, whereby they have ſo enlarged 
their Townes, that moſt of them within theſe 
foure hundred yeares are full as great againe 
as they were before; Amſterdam, Leyden, and 
Midleburgb, having bin lately twice enlarged, 
and their ſtreetes, and buildings ſo faire, and 
orderly ſet forth, that for beauty and ſtrength 
they may compare with any other in the 
world, upon which they beſtow infinite 
ſummes of money, all originally flowing from 
the bountie of the ſea, from whence, by their 


labour and induſtry they derive the beginning 
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of all that wealth and greatneſſe, and particu- 
larly for the havers of the aforeſaid townes 
whereof ſome of them coſt 40. 50. or 100000 /, 
Their fortifications, alſo both for number, and 
ſtrength upon which they have beſtowed in- 

finite ſums of money, may N N ar 
other wanne | : 


E creaſe of Power. abroad. 


Uch being then the nl af the ſhips, 

and Marriners, and ſo great their 5 — 
occaſioned principally by their fiſhing; 
have not onely ſtrengthened and fortified —. 
ſelves at home to repell all forraigne Invaſions; 
as lately in the warre betweene them and 
Spaine, but have likewiſe ſtretched their power 
into the Eaſt, and Weſt Indies in many places 
whereof they are Lords of the ſea coaſts, and 
have likewiſe fortified upon the maine, where 
the Kings, and people are at their devotion. 
And more then this all neighbour Princes in 
their differences by reaſon of this their power 
at Sea, are glad to have them of their partie. 
So that next to the Engliſh they are now be- 
come the moſt redoubted N ation at Sen of any 
other whatſoever. 
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6. 
kuf of publique Revere, 
Oo, how mighty he publiqueds re- 


venew, and cuſtomes of that ſtate are 
increaſed by cheir fiſhing, may appeare in that 
above thirtie years ſince, over and above the 
cuſtomes of other Merchandiſe exciſes, Li- 
cenſes, Waftage, and Laſtage, there was payed 
to the State for cuſtome of herring, and other 
ſalt fiſh, above 3ooooo pound in one yeare, 
beſides the tench fiſh, and Caske payed for 


wWaftage, which cometh at the leaſt to as 


much more among the Hollanders only, where- 


unto the tenth of other Nations being added, 
it amounteth to a far greater ſumme. 


Wee are likewiſe to know, that great part 
of their fiſh is ſold in other Countries for 
ready money, for which they commonly ex- 
port of the fineſt gold and filver, and coming 
home, recoyne it of a baſer allay under their 
owne ſtampe, which is not a ſmall meanes to 
m_—_ their publique treaſure. 
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 Encreaſe of private Wealth. 


S touching their private wealth, if wee 
{” conſider the abundant ſtore of herrings, 
and other fiſh by them taken, and the uſuall 
prices that they are ſold for, as alſo the mul- 
titude of tradeſmen and Artiſans, that by rea- 
ſon of this their fiſhing, are daily ſer on 
worke, wee muſt needs conclude, that the 
gaine thereof made by private men muſt of 
neceſſity be exceeding great, as by obſerving 

the particulars following, will plainly appeare. 
Daring the wars betweene the King of 
Spaine, and the Hollanders before the laſt 
truce, Dunkirke by taking, ſpoiling, and 
burning the Buſſes of Holland, and ſetting 
great ranſome upon their fiſhermen, enforced 
them to compound for great ſumms, that they 
might fiſh quietly for one yeare, whereupon 
the next yeare after the - fiſhermen agreed 
amongſt themſelves ' to pay a dollar upon 
every laſt of herrings, towards the maintenance 


of certaine ſhips of warre to waft and ſecure ' 


them in their fiſhing, by reaſon whereof there 
was a record kept of the ſeverall laſts of her- 
rings taken that yeare, and it appeared thereby, 
that in one halfe yeare, there were taken 30000 
laſts of herrings, Which at twelve 3 = 
| : | aſt, 
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laſt, amounteth to 3600000. and at 16. 20. 
3o pound the laſt, they are ordinarily ſold, 
then tranſported into other Countries, it 
comenth at leaſt to 5000000 J. Whereunto, 
if wee add the herrings taken by other Na- 
tions, together with the codd, Ling, Hake, 
and the fiſh taken by the Hollanders and other 
our neighbours upon the Brittiſh Coaſts all the 
year long, the total will evidently ariſe to be 
% W NH 7 
The great trade of fiſning imploying ſo many 
men and Ships at Sea, mult like wiſe neceſſarily 
maintaine as great a number of tradeſmen and 
Artizans on land, as Spinners, and Hempwin- 
ders to cables, Cordage, Yarne-twine for nets 
and lines, Weavers to make faile cloathes, ce- 
cive Packers, Tollers, Dreflers, and Cowchers 
to ſort, and make the herring lawfull mer- 
chandize. Tanners to tanne their Sailes and 
nets, Coopers to make caske, Block, and 
Bowle makers for ſhippes, keelemen, and 
Labourers for carrying and removing their fiſh, 
Sawyers for planks, carpenters, Shipwrights, 
'Smithes, car- men, Boatemen, Brewers, bakers, 
and a number of others, whereof many are 
maimed perſons and unfit to be otherwiſe 
imployed, beſides the maintenance of all their 
ſeveral wives, and children and families. And 
further, every man and maid ſervant, or Or- 
phan, having any poore ſtock, may venture 
the ſame in their fiſhing voyages, which affords 
. them 
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rhem ordinarily great inereaſe, and is duly pad 
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Nd to conclude, it is matifeſt that Hol- 
£ A nd only affording in it ſelfe ſore few 
hops, Madders, butter àfſd cheeſe; abound- 
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thr notwithſtanding ( by reaſon of this kur ar 


proviſions as well for life, as in corne, Beefe, 
Muttis, Hides, and Cloathes, as for hixurie 
in wines, filkes, and ſpices, and for defence, as 
in pitch, tarr, Cordage, timber. All which 
they haye not only in competent proportion 
for theit uſe, but are likewiſe able from their 
ſeverall Magazines to ſupply their neighbour 
The premiſes confidered, it maketh much 
to the ignominie and ſhame” of our Engli/h 
Nation, that God and: Nature offering us ſo 
great a treaſure even at our owne doores, wee 
doe notwithſtanding neglect the benefit ther- 
of, and by paying money to ſtrangers for the 


filly of 6ur owne Seas, impoveriſh our ſelves to 
make them rich. Inſomuch that for want of 


induſtry and care in this particular 225. fiſher 
townes ate decayed and reduced to extreame 
poverty; whereas on the contrary, by diligent 
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N ne * 
By erecting two . and fifty Buſſes of 


reaſonable ſtrength and bigneſſe, there will be 
imployment made for 1000 Ships, and for at 


leaſt 10000 fiſher men, and Marriners at Sea, 


and conſequently for as many tradeſmen, and 


labourers at land. 
. The berrings he by the Buſſes will 8 
his Majeſty 200000 1. yearely cuſtome out- 
ward, and for commodities returned inward 
30000 J. and above. 

Wee. have timber ſufficient, and at reaſons 
able rates, growing in our owne kingdome for 
the building of Buſſes; every Shire affordeth 
hardy and able men fit for ſuch imployment, 
who now live poorely and idle at home. 

Wee have victualls in great plenty ſold at 
eaſie rates, without payment of Fc or 
Impoſt. 

Our 2 and harbours are neare the 
places where the fiſh doe haunt. 

For drinke, or nets, ſalting, ZR packing 


our fiſh, and for ſuccour in ſtreſſe of weather, 


wee may bring our fiſh to land, ſalt and pack 


it, and from ſome parts of his Majeſties Do- 


minions bee at our markets in France, Spaine, 
. or . 
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or na before the Hollanders can frive i 
Ham = - es 
Wee have meanes to cranſport our fiſh into 
ſome Northerne Countries, where the Hol- 
landets feldome or never come. And though 
we had as many Buſſes as the Hollanders,, ec 
is there vent for all, or more; for in the Eaft 
and Northerne Countries, and in many 4 — 


places, hetrings are every daies meat, winter 


and ſummer; as well to draw on drinke, : as to 
ſatisfie hunger; and in moſt places the greateſt | 
part of the yeare chey be ſcarce to he had; for 
preſently after Michaelmas the Sound and ri- 


vers are frozen up ſo as no herrings can. be 


tranſported into twenty ſeverall Kingdomes 
and free States until 7uly, which is for thireie 


weekes ſpace together; ſo that when Lent 


comes, there are few to be bought for Money, 
Laſtly, fince by care and induſtry wee 
Seikel from the Flemming, doubtleſſe 15 by 
theſe meanes wee may as eaſily grow expert: 
in the Art of Fiſhing, and in time e make. it a 
— Wr of out bwne. © aps 
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But this wee that the ner and {6ohet doe, 
if wee conſider, and endeavour to reforme 
certain wants and abuſes, which hitherto have 
hindred us from effecting that good and gleat 
work; whereof theſe char follow : are "none of 
the leaſt; a de „ 
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permitted to fiſh as beſt liketh him: whereas 
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1. Generall liberty: of eating fleſh contrary 
to old cuſtome, and the Statute Lawes. pro- 


| yided for obſer 6-1 Faber dayes, from; whence 


our ſcarpitie and dearth of fiſh. proceedeth ; 
1 fleſh is ordinarily ſpent, fiſh, will not 

e, bought, and want of ſale decayeth all 
trade, gaine being the nurſe of Induſtry. 
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2, Want of order and diſcretion in our fiſhy 


ing, every man being left to himſelfe, and 


azmongſt che Hollangers two of the beſt ex- 


prrienced Fiſhermen are appointed to. guide 


che reſt of che fleere,, all ochers being bound 


to follow'them, and ta caſt their lines accord · 
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forth hb wag Buſſes in June, to finde the 


amongſft it till Nauember; whereas wee ſtay til 


the Herring come home to our roade. ſteads, 


and ſometimes ſuffer them to paſſe by cre wee 


looke out, our Herring fiſhing containing one- 
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. + The Hollanders Buſſes are great and 
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Rrong,. and able to brooke | fouls weather, 


whereas our Cobles, Crayers and Boates be- 


Ing ſmall, and thinne fided, are eafily ſwal- 


lowed. by a rough Sea, got daring to adven- 
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| 5. The Hollangers, are induſtrious, WO no 
a5 are diſcharged. of fo ls preſently 
pu Kale KT more and, ſecke for Markets 
2 as at home; hreas our Eng- 
TN _ ve had bin ance. at Sea, doe com- 
manly, never rgturne againe, untill al all the mo- 
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who« during the herring ſeaſon doe onely come 


to. the places where che Buflcs. arrive; and 
joining together in ſeverall com per doe 
30. or 40. 
uſſes at once, and ſo being diſcharged they 
may ſpeedily. returne to their former { 'pping 
whereas our Fiſhermen are uncertaine o f their 
Aae, apo forced to ſpend much time in 
putng off their aſh by. parcels. . ©. _ 
Theſe and other defects would carefully be 
taken inta d. endenden. and certaine — 


wt v4 


here 


7 


54 The So V.ERATGN TIE 
here ſer downe, to avoid the prolititie of the 


originall. 
| Becauſe the Engliſh fiher-· men n on 
the ſea coaſts did Teave off their trade of bah. 
ing in our ſeas, and went the half Seas over, 
and there upon the Seas did buy fiſh of Pic. 
kards, Flemming; Normans, and Zelanders; 
by reaſon, whereof many incommodities did 
grow to the Realme; viz. the decay of the 
wealth and proſperitie, as well of the Cinque 
Ports, and Members of the ſame, as of other 
coaſt townes by the Sea ſide, which were 
bailded' and inhabited by great multitudes of 
people, by reaſon of wing: — wg the 
craft and feare of fiſhing: Secondly; the decay 
of a great nümbet of boats and ſhips: - And, 
thirdly, the decay of many good Mariners 
both able in bodie by their diligence, labour, 
and continuall exerciſe of fiſning, and expert 
by reafon thereof in the knowledge of the Sea 
coaſts, as well within this Realme, as in other 
parts beyond the Seas: It was therefore en- 
acted, that no manner of perſons, Engl, iſh, 
Denizens, or ſtrangers at that time, or an 
time after, dwelling in England, ſhould 'buy 
atiy fiſh of any ſtrangers in the ſaid Ports of 
Planders, elan, Picardy, France, or upon 
the Sea between More and ſhore, of 
This act by many continuances was con- 
tinued from Parliament to Parliament, untill 
the * rſt of _— Marie, and from thence 
ITO k aa 
* 1. Mar. cap. 14. 
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o the end of the next parliament, and then 
to the end of the next parliament, and 
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Por concluſion, ſeeing by that which hatli 
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formerly bin declared, it evidently-appearech 


that the Kings of England, by immemorable 


preſcription, continuall uſage and poſſeſſion, 
the acknowledgment of all our neighbour 


States, and the municipall lawes of the Kings 
of the Seas of England; and that unto his 
Majeſtie, by reaſon of his Soveraigatie, the 
ſupreame command and Juriſdiction over the 
paſſage and fiſhing in the ſame rightfully ap- 
pertaineth; conſidering alſo the natural ſcite 
of thoſe our Seas, that interpoſe themſel ves be- 
tweene the great Northerne commerce of that 
of the 1 world, and that of the Eaſt, 
Weſt, and Southerne Clymates, and withall 


dome, have ever held the Soveraigne Lordſhip 


the infinite commodities that by fiſhing in the 
ſame is daily made; it cannot be doubted but 
his Majeſty, by meanes of his owne excellent 


wiſdome and. vertue, and by the Induſtry of 
his faithfull Subjects and people, may eaſily 
without injuſtice to any prince or perſon what- 
ſoe ver be made the greateſt Monarch for Com- 
mand and Wealth, and his people the moſt 
opulent and flouriſhing Nation of any other in 
the world. And this the rather, for that his 
Majeſty is now abſolute Commander of the 
Brittiſh Iſle, and hath alſo enlarged his Do- 
minions over a great part of the Weſterne 

N | Indies; 
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935 hy meanes of which extent of Empire 
(crofling in a manner the whole Ocean) the 
trade and perſons of all Nations (moving 
— ond part af the World too the other? 
muſt af neoeſſitie, irſt or 3 
add juriſdickion. 
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therefore the 80 
being the moſt. precious Jewel — 
Crowne, and (next under Gd) the principall 
meaues of out Wealth and Safetie, all, true 
Epgliſh hearts E hands are bound by al 
paffible meaties' and diligence to preſetve and 

maintaine the dame, even with the utte 
bazzard of their dives, - their weden 


La 0. 


2 42 0 " ws, | + 4 
> #5,” E Ig. 3 1222 1 
tes: . CB IG ALDH; 3 


4 ef i 4 # i 4 + # 'w# 


* 
1 * * -& „„ aa! 94 
— EY 


—_ 8 
wv, | 1 * 
E29 — we "AY &- ASS : 
5 0 N 
117 * a „ 
7 * * 2 4 
a» > 2 3 4 * 5 4 > þ * 
= * rg * * . # 
«4 43 144 * — K 5 - — 4 - „ 2 44444 44 [1 
> * * * N 
Ire? 22 7? 11 ene „ %% n 
* * * : wp "I" FR w & \ * 4 8 ws wt # * w * 4 Cs 2 2 — *. 
* 1 * * * 4 1 5 
V % 4a % % » ”Y * 1 4 4 + * — «#7 ® © - 2 7 ++ — 1 4 A? 
TORS ” * — . v; * Ch * — 4160 = | * $ $87 ## £4 £5 
* 4 * 0 7 7 55 . A 
$ » F 4 # Y..£ j , . ko a 4 by 2+ 7% 8$5.+ £7 1 g 
« # V © # * „ „ „„ at — + # y £ n +» I, ga” 24 1,7 1. 4195 * £ \ % * - 
os * 
P's, - © f * 5 — 
” "DE 1 7 re [HY 2 1 7741 „ inn 148 7 l 
* I 1 5 » 168 3 4 ö + i@ TS ow 1222 "TT ET BE oy i 4 
* 3 4. Fi = * 2 
: * 52 * . « 4 by 
% . £7 . — n Ne ey” A I 2 >» £5 . * - 7 £321 "#7 q 
SID 3 SF: 2:03 RE be 4 TV } 23551 $135  S +. + EJ4 , 
Þ 5 3 - 4 , , 
* 5 0 F * * o 5 4 
9 * 7 37 k 79 : 1 fa £Þ x WE ® * 
44.5 e 8 404 1 Jt: 4g 80 — 4 48 L3 — 22 F ht 
1 x 4 4 » 7”  » 4 A 2 
* iS» 5 - $ 5 4 f3 „ at T$# - 4 * $25 #4 {os — 4 1 28811 3 
; 4 1 144 9 t „ 7 „ „ in „ - @ #FS 4 


* 1 * * 5 -.” - * wa , has * 2 ”®y * 
W 9 6 1270 -& vr 4 0 
89 Pu. R 1 ww „ a * @ 43 wh s Su "5 #4 «a een - 234384 + 


3 
gp 

7 \ * 
ou = 


